
The following is the weekly communications briefing for the week ending 9-17-21 on 
behalf of Dr. Cash.   

Dear Colleagues:  

Middle Early College has their Seniors enrolled at both Erie Community College and at 
Buffalo State. Both Higher Education institutions, as part of the SUNY system, required 
COVID-19 vaccination to engage in in-person learning this fall. As of today, out of the 
57 of the 62 students who are eligible for this life impacting higher education launch 
have either received at least 1 does or have been fully vaccinated. The numbers for 
Middle Early College Students who are in their fifth year at Erie Community College 
reflect similar commitment but are not yet fully tabulated. The Associate Superintended 
of Student Support Services, Dr. Tonja Williams, worked diligently to provide vaccine 
clinics at the school at the end of last school year in coordination with Erie County. 
Principal David Potter and school staff also encouraged students and supported their 
getting ready to rise to the challenge of preparing to engage in learning in college 
campus classrooms.  The students and their families did their part to ensure they could 
have every opportunity to unlock their best future.  Colleagues, it is valiant efforts like 
these that will help us to prevail over this terrible scourge. 

 

The Urban Teacher Academy (UTA) program has launched a second site at 
International Preparatory School!  The inaugural UTA program at McKinley High School 
recently graduated its first cohort. This initiative of preparing teachers from our 
population to meet the needs of the future is under Career and Technical Education 
Department. Seen here is the classroom of the teacher leading that program at 
International Preparatory, Rachel Short. She has provided a rich culturally responsive 
classroom to model the realia, prompts and materials that are critical to connect with 
students. The students were working on a collaborative group activity that utilized Step 
up to Writing techniques to analyze images of protest. Principal Ella Dunne was diving 
right into instruction and enjoying the time to participate in the classroom as an 
instructional leader and partner. This expansion of a very successful initiative will 
produce students eager and prepared to pursue a career in teaching. 
 



   
 

 
 

Elizabeth Zilbauer, push-in integrated ELA/ENL teacher at Herman Badillo Bilingual 
Academy is seen here, working with Ms. Little’s 3rd grade students on Heggerty 
Phonemic Awareness. Students are highlighting words with consonant-vowel-vowel-
consonant (CVVC) patterns.  Ms. Zilbauer says, “There is no substitute for that in-
person dynamic, the immediate feedback from student to teacher and vice versa. Gone 
is the frustrating feeling of needing to reach through the computer screen to assist a 
student! We're all together; and, though we're on guard to protect everyone's health, it 
feels great to be back!”  Thank you, Ms. Zilbauer, for all that you do for our children 
and for expressing so well what we all feel. 
 

 



 
The Buffalo Public Schools has received a Gates Foundation grant for $1,581,242 over 
three years, the Effective Implementation Cohort (EIC).  BPS has been selected to be 
part of a cohort of districts across the country focusing on strong math instruction in 
the middle grades – in our case, grade 6. Grade 6 teachers and administrators at 
identified schools will receive training and support to explore the interplay between 
content, pedagogical knowledge, the curriculum, and implementation. Schools 6, 31, 
33, 37, 59, 69, 74, 89, 92, and 97 have been identified for participation in the first 
cohort. Training will take place on Saturdays, and participating classrooms will also 
receive coaching support. The vision for the Gates Foundation effective implementation 
cohort is that “education agencies, schools, and the organizations that support them 
have reliable, practical evidence and measures to apply in planning and implementing a 
high-impact math improvement initiative district-wide.” 

 

A high-risk youth team that will establish intervention program for teens impacted by 
gun violence was announced this week.  Erie County District Attorney John J. Flynn was 
joined by Chief Danielle D’Abate of the office’s Community Prosecution & Training 
Bureau, Captain Tommy Champion and Lt. Kelly Craig of the Buffalo Police Department, 
Paula Kovanic Spiro of ECMC’s B.R.A.V.E., Dina Thompson of Erie County Restorative 
Justice, Dr. Tonja Williams and Dr. Casandra Wright of the Buffalo Public School 
District, and Darryl Scott of SNUG to announce the High-Risk Youth Team. “Addressing 
the social, emotional, and physical well-being and mental health needs of youth 
exposed to gun violence is a complex issue that requires proper identification of those 
exposed. In addition, it requires, evidence-based, and trauma-informed interventions 
which will work to concurrently understand the multi-layered, often generational 
concerns. The unique and collaborative effort of the High-Risk Youth Team will be 
actively working to reduce violence and improve the well-being of BPS students facing 
giant obstacles, but who possess potential for greatness,” said Dr. Tonja Williams of the 
Buffalo Public School District. Kudos to all involved in addressing this tragic community 
dilemma. 



                  

Chief of Student Support Services                    Chief of School Operations 
Dr. Tonja Williams                                          Dr. Casandra Wright 
 
Below is a glimpse of “New York Thursday” meals that were served at McKinley High 
School and West Hertel Academy.  Every Thursday we celebrate all the locally grown or 
produced foods on all of our menus at all of our schools! This is a nationwide initiative 
spearheaded with the Urban School Food Alliance. We’re dedicated to good nutrition 
and to increasing our support of the local economy. Last Thursday’s menu included NY 
Beef Taco and Rice, NY Apple, NY Corn, NY Milk, NY Hydroponic lettuce, and NY Grape 
Juice!  Local is fresher, and fresher is better!  Kudos to our outstanding Food Service 
Team! 
 

 
 

      



 
 
The Hispanic Heritage Council of Western New York, Inc. (HHC) recognized Chief of 
CLRI, Equity and Diversity Dr. Fatima Morrell and Associate Superintendent of Human 
Resources Jamie Warren at Wednesday night’s Board Meeting.  Dr. Morrell received the 
“Friend of Hispanic Heritage Award for Education”.  Jamie Warren will receive the 
“Friend of Hispanic Heritage Award for Future-focus”.  The awards, presented by HHC 
President Esmeralda Sierra, are given to “individuals who, through words and actions, 
exemplify and support the mission of the Hispanic Heritage Council.”  We are proud to 
learn from others that Dr. Morrell and Mrs. Warren exemplify the characteristics that 
have earned them this honor.  Congratulations, Fatima and Jamie! 
 

 
 
At the September 15 Board Meeting, I recognized Jim Weimer, who is retiring after 32 
years in the District.  Jim started out at the former Emerson Vocational High School in 
1989 as a food and nutrition teacher, and was the principal of Emerson, from 2002 to 
2015, recognized by the New York State Education Department as a School in Good 
Standing for 12 consecutive years. Jim joined us in Central Office in November of 2019 
as an Associate Superintendent of Secondary Education and worked to create and 
establish ten (10) new innovative high school programs aligned to career pathways that 
are further aligned to emerging industries in Western New York-- boosting the District’s 
graduation rates through career-forward academic rigor students are eager for.  Most 
recently, Jim has been our Chief Operating Officer, from August 2019 to present…the 
era of Covid.  He has overseen the operational and administrative functions necessary 
for the daily operation of the Division of Transportation, Security, Food Service, Career 
and Technical Education, and Supervision of School Building Plant Operations.  We will 
miss Jim’s affable team spirit, his dry sense of humor, and his endearing love for 
Buffalo’s students.  We wish you weren’t going so soon, Jim, but we wish you the 
absolute best in the coming years.  You left a lasting legacy for the children of the 
Buffalo Public Schools.  Thank you! 
 



 
 

 
 

 
While everyone is talking about bus drivers being in short supply both nationally and 
locally, Native American Magnet School #19 is lauding those who are on the job.  “Our 
bus drivers are doing a great job and we appreciate them, said Principal Michael 
Suwala.  Native American Magnet #19 understands the difficulties with the bus driver 
shortage. We wanted to make sure that the drivers we currently have know that they 
are appreciated.  Under the direction of reading teacher Ms. Helliwell, the school faculty 
and staff donated money for Tim Horton's gift cards and wrote personal notes for the 
drivers.”  That’s gratitude in the most gracious of ways, Native American staff!  Thank 
you for your kindness.  It matters! 
 



 
 
The Buffalo Parent Teacher Organization (BPTO) held a Back-to-School Virtual Town 
Hall yesterday on Zoom. The group promised: “We know this is a year like no other and 
we are here to help connect you to necessary resources and answer any questions you 
may have. We are ‘parents helping parents’ so if we don’t have the answer, we will find 
it for you.” The mission of the Buffalo Parent-Teacher Organization (BPTO) is to initiate, 
support, advocate for and recognize positive projects, programs and accomplishments 
of the students, their families, and schools—and that is exactly what they do.  Several 
BOE Members, including President Lou Petrucci, Member at Large Larry Scott, and West 
District Representative, Jennifer Mecozzi, along with several helpful staff members who 
answered parent concerns. Thank you for your meaningful partnership and outreach to 
parents, BPTO.  You are a beacon of support for our parents and community! 
 

   
BPTO Curriculum Chair, Kate Haq            BPTO Co-Chair Rachel Fix Dominguez, PhD 
 
On Monday, September 13th, board-recognized parent group MVP launched its third 

installment of When Parents Ask for Help, under the leadership of MVP Deputy Ms. Mia 

Ayers Goss, and in partnership with BPS Parent Centers. This parent-to-parent 

workshop series kicked-off the much-anticipated return to in-person Parent Centers' 

extended hours. The Centers are strategically located within four BPS strong 



Community Schools: Bennett, East, Lafayette, and South Park. The Office of Parent and 

Family Engagement, in conjunction with principal partner Say Yes Buffalo, BPS 

departments, as well as community and parent organizations, continue to coordinate a 

wide range of authentic programming, aligned to the following seven strands to support 

families:  

1. Academics and Instructional Technology  
2. Social, Emotional Learning and Wellness  
3. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion  
4. Parent Leadership and Advocacy   
5. Personal and Professional Growth and Development  
6. Soon-to-Be and New Parent Support 
7. Family Bonding 

Parents can click  https://bit.ly/bpspcreg or scan the QR code above to register for 

upcoming programming.  It's a family affair! The Parent Centers welcome first time 

participants (pictured below, Mr. & Mrs. Ukaj as well as Mr. & Mrs. Haynes and their 

daughter Tamika. A family who learns together...stays together!  

 
 
It is wonderful to be fully back in schools, and it is a fantastic opportunity for our 
scholar athletes to fully engage in school and sport once again!  Highlights as follows: 

• On Thursday, September 16, Buffalo Athletics hosted the Superintendents Cross 

Country meet at Delaware Park's, Rose Garden.  Jeronimo Silva of City Honors 
was the 1st place boys winner with a time of 17:49. Kathryn Eagan, also of City 
Honors, won the girls race with a time of 20:45.   

• Lafayette Boys Soccer is ranked 10th in the WNY Small School polls, beating 

Hutch Tech yesterday 6 - 0. Yohanna Maonewa scored 4 goals. 
• Hutch Tech Girls Soccer beat Middle Early College 6-1. Grace Iheke scored four 

goals in the win. 
• Lewis J. Bennett Football, the number sixth ranked WNY large school, had a 

huge win last night, beating Clarence 40 - 28. Lewis J. Bennett is now 3 - 0 on 
the season. Senior Running back Torey Anderson had a huge night, rushing 11 
times for 197 yards and two touchdowns. Jamario Toliver led the Bennett 
defense with 13 tackles and a sack, while Rashard Perry finished with nine 
tackles and a sack.  

Here’s to a winning season ahead for all in the classroom and in the arena! 

https://milton-web.wnyric.org/canit/urlproxy.php?_q=aHR0cHM6Ly9iaXQubHkvYnBzcGNyZWc%3D&_s=YnVmZmFsbw%3D%3D&_c=7467c6d9


   
 
Please save the date for next Saturday, September 25th, at East High School, where 
two important events will take place.  Beginning at 9:00 that morning, Community 
Schools will kick off Saturday Academy programing for the year!  We will celebrate with 
a press conference, and then I will join the kick-off of the Buffalo Parent Teacher 
Organization’s “Opening Membership Meeting”.  As stated above, the BPTO gets things 
done in the District and they are valuable Parent/District liaisons who use real 
information to get real results.  At 2:00 p.m. on the 25th, prepare to lace up your 
sneakers for a walk to honor our dear friend, Neal Dobbins. The walk will highlight 
Tiahrt Amendment Awareness and solidarity against gun violence.  Let’s continue Neal’s 
good inspiring together, friends. 
 

   
 
FYI: This week, as follow-up to our Wednesday evening Board Meeting discussion, 
District staff participated in two productive meetings with Gov. Hochul's staff to explore 
the deployment of National Guard members as bus drivers.  This is one among several 
ideas aimed at growing the ranks of First Student bus drivers.  Discussions will be 
ongoing.  We appreciate this important collaboration as we seek multiple creative ideas 
to mitigate the effects of the national bus driver crisis in Buffalo. 
 
Enjoy your weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1449/text

